m 


LLANGYFELACH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


* ANNUAL  REPORT  * 


OF  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER 


ON  THE 


HEALTH  SANXTAEY  CONDITION 


OF  THE 


LLANDILOTALYBONT  DIVISION 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1894 


> < 


g>tvan&ea: 

PRINTED  BY  J.  R.  DAVIES,  2 & 3,  WELCOME  STREET. 

1895. 


m 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28855863 


THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  LLANGYFELACH. 


Gentlemen, 

Having  been  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the 
Llandilo-Talybont  Division  till  the  end  of  May  of  the  past  year, 
it  is  my  duty  to  give  a short  account  of  the  infectious  diseases 
which  prevailed  during  that  interval  of  the  year.  My  successor, 
the  present  holder  of  the  office,  will  present  in  his  report  the 
vital  statistics  for  the  whole  year,  together  with  any  remarks 
required  as  to  the  Sanitary  work  accomplished  during  the  period 
under  consideration,  whether  of  a provisional  or  permanent 
character. 

The  infectious  diseases  which  were  reported  to  me,  and 
which  were  prevalent  to  a more  or  less  extent,  were  enteric 
fever,  scarlatina,  measles,  small-pox,  diphtheria,  whooping- 
cough,  and  erysipelas.  I do  not  propose  to  treat  anything  of 
these  two  latter  diseases,  inasmuch  as  they  were  few  in  number, 
and  not  presenting  any  infectious  character,  as  evidenced  by  the 
fact  that  the  two  diphtheria  cases  occurred  at  Mynydd  bach-y- 
glo,  and  Farmer’s  Arms,  Waunarlwydd — two  situations  far 
removed  from  one  another,  without  any  evidence  of  there  being 
any  communication  between  the  members  of  the  two  families. 
Both  the  fatal  cases,  moreover,  occurred  in  infants.  The 
erysipelas  was  a solitary  case  in  Cefnarda  Farm  in  a mild  form. 

The  scarlet  fever  cases  were  thirty-five  in  number, 
distributed  over  the  following  portions  of  the  district,  viz. : — 
Tirbach,  Caersalem,  Gorsfawr,  Fforestfach,  and  Pontardulais. 
Each  of  these  outbreaks  I reported  to  you  at  the  time  of  their 
occurrence. 
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There  was  no  feature  in  any  of  these  requiring  any  special 
comment  as  to  the  mode  of  origin  or  propagation,  except 
perhaps  those  that  occurred  in  Pontardulais  and  neighbourhood. 
The  others  did  not  extend  beyond  the  limits  of  the  inmates  of 
the  house  in  which  the  outbreak  occurred. 

As  to  the  origin  of  these  scarlet  fever  cases,  it  is  shrouded 
in  mystery,  but  with  regard  to  its  distribution  in  the  Pontardulais 
outbreak,  there  was  no  doubt  but  this  was  done  through  the 
medium  of  the  day-school.  The  infected  houses  were  at  long 
distance  from  each  other,  and  the  only  link  connecting  them  was 
the  attendance  of  the  children  in  the  same  school.  There  was 
such  a strong  and  unmistakeable  demonstrable  proof  in  this 
instance  as  to  the  day  school  being  the  agency  whereby  the 
infection  was  carried  about  the  neighbourhood,  that  there  was 
no  compunction  in  one’s  mind  as  to  the  propriety  of  recom- 
mending the  closure  of  the  school  fora  fortnight  for  the  purpose 
of  disinfection,  which  was  carried  out  by  the  managers.  There 
was  only  one  solitary  case  of  measles,  which  occurred  at  Llangy- 
felach.  There  were  four  cases  of  whooping-cough  variously 
spread  over  the  district.  Two  cases  of  puerperal  fever,  one 
being  at  Pontardulais  and  the  other  at  Fforesttach.  The  typhoid 
fever  cases  were  eight  in  number,  and  in  the  following  places 
and  proportions,  viz.  : — Two  at  Gelliorgans,  Gorseinon,  one  at 
Trinity  street,  Gorseinon,  three  at  Gors,  Cockett,  one  at  Farmer’s- 
Field,  Pontardulais,  and  one  at  St.  Peter’s  road,  Cockett.  The 
Gelliorgans  cases  seemed  to  be  attributable  to  the  dampness  of  the 
house,  owing  to  its  back  wall  being  built  against  the  ground  and 
the  drain,  or  perhaps  more  properly  the  absence  of  a drain,  to 
take  away  the  moisture  from  the  rear. 

Dampness  of  walls  is  often  a prolific  source  of  enteric  fever, 
as  well  as  many  other  diseases.  The  infection  in  Gors  Cockett 
was  imported  from  Swansea,  in  the  person  of  a female  who  came 
to  reside  in  this  house  being  ill  with  the  fever  on  her  arrival. 
The  fever  was  communicated  to  two  of  the  other  inmates.  They 
were  all  removed  to  the  Swansea  Fever  Hospital.  There  were 
no  features  in  the  other  typhoid  fever  cases  calling  for  any 
observation. 
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The  small-pox  cases,  two  in  number,  were  imported  into 
Gorseinon  from  Aberavon  in  the  person  of  a little  girl,  but 
without  contracting  the  infection  herself.  Without  any 
unnecessary  delay,  the  patients  were  removed  to  the  Swansea 
Fever  Hospital,  the  clothing  of  the  healthy  inmates  thoroughly 
disinfected,  and  the  whole  house  fumigated  under  the  active 
superintendence  of  the  indefatigable  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
Re-vaccinations  were  also  practised  on  the  inmates,  as  well  as  on 
those  who  desired  to  be  so  protected.  The  disease  did  not 
extend  beyond  the  limits  of  the  house  first  attacked. 


I am,  gentlemen, 

Yours  very  faithfully, 

D.  GRIFFITHS, 


)o 


t \)Q  Ffteml?ers  office  Blanpyfelacl?  \\  ural  Bistrict 


'ouncii 
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Genltemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Report  on  the  health  and 
sanitary  condition  of  the  Llandilo-Talybont  Division  for 
the  seven  months  of  1894,  during  which  I held  the 
appointment  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  My  predecessor, 
Dr.  Griffiths,  will  report  to  you  on  the  sanitary  state  of  the 
Division  during  the  first  five  months,  but  all  the  vital 
statistics  for  the  complete  year  ending  31st  December,  1894, 
will  be  presented  in  this  Report. 

ALTERATION  OF  DISTRICT  AND  SUB-DISTRICTS. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1894, 
the  Rural  District  of  the  Swansea  Union  and  the  Glamorgan- 
shire portion  of  the  Llanelly  Union,  have  been  united  to  form  a 
new  Sanitary  District  under  the  name  of  the  Rural  District  of 
Llangyfeiach.  No  alteration  was  made  during  i 894  in  the  area  of 
the  Llandilo-Talybont  Division,  but  certain  changes  were  made 
in  the  names  of  the  sub-districts.  That  portion  of  the  Parish  of 
Penderry,  which  was  situated  in  the  Rural  District,  has  been 
disjoined  from  the  portion  situated  within  the  County  Borough 
of  Swansea,  and  created  a separate  parish,  retaining  the  old 
name  of  Penderry.  The  sanitary  sub-districts  of  Swansea 
Higher  and  Swansea  Lower  were  separated  from  the  urban 
portion  of  the  parish  of  Swansea  Higher  and  Lower,  and  now 
form  a parish  known  under  the  name  of  Cockett.  The  parish  of 
Llandilo-Talybont,  which  was  entirely  rural,  has  not  been 
affected.  The  Llandilo-Talybont  Division  at  the  end  of  1894 
consisted,  therefore,  of  three  entire  parishes,  Llandilo-Talybont, 
Penderry  and  Cockett. 


In  the  various  tables  given  in  this  Report,  the  statistics  for 
the  old  sub-districts  of  Swansea  Higher  and  Swansea  Lower  are 
inserted  in  addition  to  those  for  the  parish  of  Cockett. 

POPULATION. 

The  increase  of  population  by  immigration,  which  had 
been  so  marked  a feature  of  former  years,  has  received  so 
severe  a check  by  long-continued  depression  of  trade,  that  in 
1894  it  did  little  more  than  counter-balance  the  loss  due  to 
emigration.  My  estimate  of  the  population  is,  therefore,  based 
mainly  on  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths. 

The  population  of  the  Llandilo-Talybont  Division  on  30th 
June,  1894,  is  estimated  at  14,970. 

The  population  of  the  Llandilo-Talybont  Parish  at  the 
same  date  is  estimated  at  5,247,  and  that  of  Penderry  at  3,133. 
The  sub-districts  of  Swansea  Higher  and  Swansea  Lower  are 
estimated  at  4,395  and  2,195  respectively,  so  that  the  new  parish 
of  Cockett  possesses  an  estimated  population  of  6,590. 

INDUSTRIES. 

Though  this  Division  is  a rural  one,  the  agricultural 
element  is  very  small.  The  population  mainly  belongs  to  the 
industrial  classes.  The  works  situated  in  the  Llandilo-Talybont 
Division  include  16  Collieries,  6 Tin-plate  Works,  1 Steel 
Works,  8 Brick  Works,  3 Chemical  Works,  3 Engineering 
Works,  1 Foundry,  and  5 Weaving  Factories. 

Speaking  broadly,  the  sub-districts  of  Penderry  and  Swansea 
Higher  may  be  said  to  be  essentially  mining  communities; 
Llandilo-Talybont  depends  mainly  upon  tin-plate  manufacture 
and  coal  mining  and  the  population  of  Swansea  Lower,  though 
containing  a large  proportion  of  miners,  embraces  a con- 
siderable number  of  wealthy  merchants  and  other  well-to-do- 
people  connected  with  Swansea  Borough — a fact  which  implies 
not  only  better  houses,  but  also  the  presence  of  a large  propor- 
tion of  domestic  servants  at  an  age  of  low  mortality. 
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BIRTHS. 

It  will  be  observed  on  reference  to  Table  I that,  though 
the  birth-rate  of  the  Llandilo-Talybont  Division  in  1894  was  4*1 
per  1,000  above  the  general  rate  for  all  England  and  Wales,  yet 
it  has  fallen  3*6  per  1,000  below  the  local  rate  of  the  preceding 
year,  and  6'8  per  1,000  below  that  of  1890.  This  decline  in  the 
birth-rate  is  not  confined  to  the  Llandilo-Talybont  Division  ; 
the  rate  for  all  England  and  Wales,  which  in  the  decennium 
1871-80  was  35*4,  fell  in  the  decennium  1881-90  to  32*5,  and 
Table  I shows  that  the  rate  for  the  last  four  years  is  lower  still ; 
in  fact  last  year’s  rate  of  29^6  was  the  lowest  ever  recorded  since 
the  introduction  of  civil  registration. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  parishes  of  Llandilo-Talybont  and 
Penderry  show  a slight  increase  over  1893,  but  the  rates  for 
Swansea  Higher  and  Swansea  Lower  have  fallen  to  a most 
remarkable  extent,  the  former  from  477  to  32*5,  and  the  latter 
from  32*3  to  26*8. 

The  number  of  births  in  the  Llandilo-Talybont  Division 
was  almost  exactly  double  the  number  of  deaths,  the  figures 
being  respectively  505  and  252. 

Illegitimate  children  have,  as  a rule,  less  parental  care  than 
those  born  in  wedlock,  and  have  a higher  mortality,  so  that 
when  the  number  of  illegitimate  births  in  a district  is  large,  it 
affects  the  general  death  rate  unfavourably.  In  this  division, 
however,  the  proportion  of  illegitimate  births  in  1894  was  low, 
being  only  277  per  1,000  registered  births,  as  compared  with 
an  average  of  45  per  1,000  in  England  and  Wales  during  the  10 
years,  1884-93. 


TABLE  — I. Showing  the  Number  of  Births  registered  in  the  year  1894,  distinguishing  Sex  and 
Illegitimacy,  and  the  Birth  Rates  of  the  Division  and  Sub-Districts  since  1890. 
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*These  are  included  in  the  Parish  of  Cockett. 

tPrior  to  1890,  the  Rural  District  included  a portion  ol  the  present  County  Borough  of  Swansea. 


10 


DEATHS. 

The  chief  points  of  interest  are  presented  in  tabular  form, 
and  the  various  death-rates  of  the  ten  preceding  years  are  given 
for  purposes  of  comparison.  Unfortunately  the  value  of  the 
statistics  is  somewhat  diminished  by  the  fact  that,  through  the 
extension  of  the  County  Borough  of  Swansea  on  ist  November  > 
1889,  the  area  and  population  of  Swansea  Higher  sub-district 
were  greatly  reduced,  and  a similar,  though  much  smaller, 
alteration  took  place  in  Penderry.  But,  in  spite  of  this  dis- 
turbing element,  the  statistics  of  past  years  will  materially  assist 
you  to  appreciate  correctly  the  significance  of  the  death-rates  of 
1 894. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  general  death- 
rate  of  16*8  for  the  Division  in  1894  was  1*4  per  1,000  below  the 
rate  of  the  preceding  year,  and  0*7  below  the  average  of  the  ten 
years  1884-93.  It  was  also  lower  than  the  death-rate  of  any 
individual  year  in  the  last  decade,  except  1885  and  1892.  The 
only  sub-district  whose  death-rate  in  1894  exceeded  the  mean 
rate  was  Penderry,  but  the  excess  was  very  slight 

It  is  interesting  to  observe  in  Table  II  that,  though  there 
were  considerable  variations  in  individual  years,  yet  the  mean 
rate  for  the  Division  in  1884-93  exactly  coincided  with  that  for 
the  Country  Districts  of  England  and  Wales.  The  death-rate  for 
the  Division  in  1894,  though  a very  satisfactory  one,  compares 
unfavourably  with  the  rate  of  15*6  for  the  Country  Districts  of 
England  and  Wales,  and  1 6*6  for  all  England  and  Wales,  and 
the  excess  is  entirely  due  to  the  very  heavy  mortality  of  January 
and  February.  It  must,  however,  be  remembered  that  the  rate 
of  1 6-6  for  all  England  and  Wales  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded 
since  the  introduction  of  civil  registration,  being  so  much,  as 
1*5  per  1,000  under  the  lowest  previous  rate. 

The  zymotic  death-rate  for  1894  was  only  1*20  per  1,000, 
being  the  lowest  rate  since  1885.  It  is  less  than  two-thirds  of 
the  mean  rate  of  the  Division  during  the  ten  years  1884-93,  and 
scarcely  more  than  half  the  mean  rate  of  England  and  Wales. 
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It  also  compares  very  favourably  with  the  rate  of  i ’ 7 6 recorded 
for  the  country  at  large  in  1894. 

The  only  zymotic  disease  which  produced  an  excessive 
mortality  during  the  year  was  whooping  cough,  but  it  is  con- 
solatory to  remember  that  this  is  not  a disease  due  to  insanitary 
conditions.  Of  the  10  fatal  cases  of  this  disease,  eight  occurred 
in  children  under  one  year  of  age. 

Diphtheria  produced  a higher  death-rate  in  1894  than  in  the 
decennium  1 884-93,  but  lower  than  the  Divisional  rate  of  1888-93, 
and  very  considerably  lower  than  the  mean  rate  for  England 
and  Wales,  1884-93. 

The  death  rate  from  enteric  or  typhoid  fever  in  1894  was 
very  satisfactory,  but  Table  IV  shows  that  the  mean  rate  for  the 
Division  in  1884-93  was  considerably  higher  than  that  of  the 
country  at  large— not  a very  gratifying  fact,  when  one  considers 
that  this  particular  death-rate  forms  the  most  popular  test  of  the 
sanitary  or  insanitary  state  of  a district. 

The  zymotic  death-rates  of  the  various  sub-districts  are 
shown  in  Table  V and  are  all  satisfactory. 

Table  VII  is  worthy  of  your  attention,  as  phthisis  causes 
many  more  deaths  in  the  Llandilo-Talybont  Division  than  all 
the  infectious  diseases  included  under  the  Notification  Act  of 
1889.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  mean  rates  are  satisfactory 
in  all  the  sub-districts,  with  the  exception  of  Llandilo-Talybont 
Parish,  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  chief  cause  of  the 
very  marked  excess  there  is  to  be  found  in  the  character  of  the 
soil.  Sir  George  Buchanan  has  shown  that  there  is  an  intimate 
relation  between  the  dampness  of  the  soil  and  the  prevalence 
of  phthisis,  and  you  are  aware,  gentlemen,  that  the  soil  of 
Llandilo-Talybont  Parish  is  extremely  damp,  and  that  no  attempt 
has  been  made  to  provide  drainage. 

The  Infant  Mortality  was  greater  in  1894  than  that  of 
England  and  Wales,  but  Table  VIII.  shows  that  the  mean  rates 
1884-93  are  exceedingly  satisfactory.  Divergence  from  the 
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normal  standard  must  necessarily  occur  from  time  to  time  in  a 
small  district,  owing  to  the  presence  of  zymotic  disease.  It  will 
be  observed  that  of  the  18  deaths  due  to  the  principal  zymotic 
diseases  in  1894,  jo  were  those  of  children  under  one  year  old* 
A noteworthy  feature  of  Table  IX.  is  the  total  absence  of  fatal 
cases  of  diarrhoea,  showing  that  parents  have  exercised  care  in 
the  feeding  of  their  infants  ; and  it  is  gratifying  to  observe  that 
there  was  not  a single  death  due  to  being  overlain.  10  out  of 
the  21  fatal  cases  of  bronchitis  and  pneumonia  occurred  during 
the  severe  weather  of  January  and  February.  Of  the  81  deaths 
shown  in  Table  IX.,  17  occurred  within  seven  days  after  birth. 

Of  the  252  deaths  during  1894,  81  or  32*1  per  cent,  took 
place  under  the  age  of  one  year,  and  123  or  48*8  per  cent,  took 
place  under  the  age  of  five  years. 

Of  the  37  deaths  which  occurred  at  the  age  of  65  years  or 
upwards,  the  respective  ages  were  : — In  Llandilo-Talybont 
parish,  65,  67,  69,  70,  75,  80,  and  88  years;  in  Penderry,  73,  73, 
73,  74,  77,  79,  and  81  years;  in  Swansea  Higher,  66,  67,  67,  67* 
68,  68,  70,  70,  72,  73,81,  and  82  years;  in  Swansea  Lower. 
65,  68,71,  72,  73,  73,  76,  77,  88,  89,  and  94  years. 

In  19  cases  or  7*5  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths,  inquests 
were  held,  as  compared  with  6’3  per  cent,  in  England  and  Wales. 
Of  these  19  cases,  death  was  due  in  9 to  natural  causes,  in  3 to 
drowning,  in  1 to  gunshot  wounds,  in  3 to  colliery  accidents,  and 
in  3 to  other  kinds  of  injury. 

In  only  4 cases  or  1*5  per  cent,  was  the  cause  of  death  not 
certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners  or  by  the  coroner. 
In  England  and  Wales  the  proportion  was  2*5  per  cent. 

It  will  be  observed  that  in  each  of  the  Mortality  Tables,  the 
mean  rate  of  Swansea  Lower  is  considerably  below  that  of  the 
Llandilo-Talybont  Division.  This  is  probably  due  to  the  fact 
that  1 st)  the  population  embraces  a considerable  number  of 
members  of  the  upper  classes,  while  the  other  sub-districts 
consist  almost  exclusively  of  members  of  the  working  classes, 
who  are  naturally  subject  to  many  vicissitudes ; that  (2nd)  many 
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of  the  houses  are  of  a superior  kind  ; and  that  (3rd)  the 
building  sites  are  of  a drier  nature,  and  that  there  is 
some  attempt,  however  imperfect,  at  drainage.  The  low  birth 
rate  may  also  have  some  influence  in  the  production  of  the  low 
death  rate. 

I regret  that,  owing  to  the  disturbing  element  already 
referred  to,  viz.  : alteration  of  the  sub  districts  of  Penderry  and 
Swansea  Higher  in  November,  i88g,  I do  not  possess  a 
sufficiently  long  series  of  statistics  to  warrant  my  drawing  any 
conclusions  as  to  the  relative  healthiness  of  Llandilo-Talybont, 
Penderry,  and  Swansea  Higher,  and  must  content  myself  with 
pointing  out,  as  I did  in  the  last  paragraph,  that  both  singly  and 
collectively  they  show  much  higher  death  rates  than  Swansea 
Lower. 

During  my  tenure  of  office,  the  monthly  death  rates  com. 
pared  very  favourably  with  those  of  the  preceding  year,  as  shown 
in  the  following  table 


Period. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
of  Population. 

1893 

1894 

June 

20  *4 

13*8 

July 

2 1 *6 

12*5 

August 

23*5 

9*4 

September 

1 3*4 

I 2'  I 

October 

1 1 *4 

12*5 

November 

1 8*2 

17*8 

December 

32’4 

21*2 

Seven  Months 

20’  I 

14*2 

The  deaths  from  the  principal  zymotic  diseases  during  the 
same  period  were  six  due  to  whooping  cough  and  one  due  to 
diarrhoea,  equivalent  to  an  annual  zymotic  death  rate  of  o-8  per 
1,000 — a most  satisfactory  rate. 

The  two  deaths  shown  at  the  foot  of  Table  A as  having 
occurred  “outside  the  division  among  persons  belonging 
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thereto,”  were  one  of  paralysis  in  the  Workhouse,  from  the 
Swansea  Lower  portion  of  Cockett  Parish,  and  one  of  phthisis 
from  Penderry  (the  patient  having  in  vain  sought  recovery  by 
change  of  air).  There  were  no  deaths  in  hospitals  or  asylums  of 
residents  of  this  division. 

The  four  “ deaths  occurring  within  the  division  among  persons 
not  belonging  thereto,”  were  one  from  pneumonia  and  one  from 
accident  in  Penderry,  and  one  from  drowning  and  one  from 
senile  decay  in  the  Swansea  Lower  portion  of  Cockett  Parish. 
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* These  are  included  in  the  Parish  of  Cockett. 

f Prior  to  1890,  the  Rural  District  included  a portion  of  the  present  County  Borough  of  Swansea. 
N.B. — To  show  the  true  death  rates  for  1894  (making  the  allowances  mentioned  in  Table  A), 
deduct  0*13  from  the  rate  of  Llandilo-Talybont  Division,  0*31  from  that  of  Penderry,  0*15  from  that 
of  Cockett,  and  0^45  from  that  of  Swansea  Lower. 
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TABLE  IV. — Showing  the  number  of  Deaths  from  each  of 
the  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  during  the  year  1894,  their  proportion 
to  the  total  deaths,  and  the  Zymotic  Death  Rate  per  1000  of 
population. 


Llandilo-Talybont  Divi- 
sion, 1894, 

[Mean  Annual  Death 
Rate,  1884-93,  Per 
1000  of  Population. 

Name  of  Disease. 

No. 

of 

Deaths 

Death  Rate 
per  100  of 
total  deaths 
from  all 
causes. 

Death 
Rate  per 
1000  of 
Popula- 
tion. 

Llandilo- 

Talybont 

Division. 

All 

England 
& Wales. 

Small  Pox 

0 

O'OO 

O'OO 

O'OO 

0-03 

Measles 

1 

0-39 

0*06 

0*64 

°’45 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

o*79 

0-13 

o-39 

0*24 

Diphtheria 

2 

0-79 

0-13 

0*09 

0*191 

Whooping  Cough 

10 

3-96 

o’6b 

0*26 

0-438 

Typhus  Fever  . . 

0 

O'OO 

O'OO 

O’OO 

0*007 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid  Fever 

2 

o*79 

0-13 

0-25 

0*184 

Simple  Continued 
Fever 

0 

O'OO 

O'OO 

O'OO 

0*016 

Diarrhoea  and 
Dysentery 

1 

°'39 

o'o6 

0-25 

0*67 

Totals  at 

18 

7*H 

I '20 

1*89 

2 '24 
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TABLE  V.— Showing  the  number  of  Deaths  from  the  principal 
Zymotic  Diseases  during  1894  in  each  of  the  sub-districts,  and  the 
Zymotic  Death  Rates  since  1890. 


Name  of  Locality. 

0 a 

* r—t 

c/j  S. 

Death  Rate  per  1000  of  Population 

>-1-i  r*-i 

s g - 
go 

- 

1 890 

1 89 1 

1892 

1893 

1894 

M’n  Rate 

1 890-94 

Llandilo-  Talybont 
Division 

Parish  of  Llandilo- 

18 

2’14 

1*48 

1*54 

2*99 

1*20 

1-87 

Talybont 

3 

roo 

°*43 

2*  I 

4*6 

o*57 

1 * 74  | 

Parish  of  Penderry 

5 

2’57 

2’6l 

i*4 

0-9 

i*59 

1*81 

Parish  of  Cockett. . 

10 

2*7 

i*79 

1 ’ 1 

2*6 

i*5i 

i*94 

Swansea  Higher  .. 

8 

3*9 

1 *2 

0^48 

3*5 

1*82 

2 ' 1 8 

Swansea  Lower  , . 

2 

o*95 

2’9 

2*4 

o*9 

o’gi 

1 '61 

TABLE  VI.— Showing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  each  of  the  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases  in  the 

Llandilo-T alybont  Division  during  1894  and  the  ten  years  preceding. 
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N.B.— Prior  to  1890  the  Rural  District  included  portion  of  the  present  Borough  of  Swansea. 


TABLE  VII. — Showing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  Phthisis  during  the  year  1894  and  the  Death 

Rates  from  Phthisis  since  1884. 
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N.B. — The  true  phthisis  death  rates  for  1894,  after  making  the  correction  shown  in  Table  A,  may  be 
obtained  by  adding  0.06  to  the  rate  of  Llandilo-Talybont  Division,  and  o' 31  to  that  of  Penderry. 


TABLE  VIII. — Infant  Mortality. 
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TABLE  IX. — Showing  the  Causes  of  Infant  Mortality  in 
the  year  1894. 


a 


Llandilo 

Talyb’nt 

Division 

Parish 

of 

Llandilo 

Talyb’nt 

Parish 

of 

P’nderry 

Parish  of  Cockett 

Cause  of  Death. 

S wans’a 
Higher 

Swans’a 

Lower 

Premature  Birth 

IO 

6 

2 

I 

1 

Debility,  Inanition  Maras-  ) 
mus,  Atrophy  . . . . ) 

10 

'j 

3 

4 

3 

0 

Congenital  Malformation  . . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Meningitis  (including  the  ) 
tubercular  form  . . . . j 

3 

1 

0 

2 

0 

Convulsions 

19 

5 

4 

10 

0 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia. . 

2 1 

6 

5 

8 

2 

Phthisis 

3 

3 

0 

0 

O 

Laryngitis  and  Croup 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Measles 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

8 

2 

2 

3 

I 

Diarrhoea 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Overlain  in  bed 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Congenital  Syphilis. . 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Causes. . 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Totals 

81 

29 

18 

29 

5 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (Notification)  ACT,  1889. 

This  Act  was  adopted  in  1889,  and,  under  its  provisions,  103 
cases  were  notified  during  1894,  as  compased  with  162  in  1892 
and  217  in  1893.  Of  the  103  cases  notified  in  the  past  year,  2 were 
small  pox,  79  scarlet  fever,  2 diphtheria,  1 membranous  croup, 
14  typhoid  or  enteric  fever,  2 puerperal  fever,  and  3 erysipelas. 
These  are  classified  in  Table  B according  to  localities. 

SICKNESS. 

In  addition  to  the  notifiable  diseases  mentioned  in  the  last 
section,  a few  cases  of  measles  and  influenza  occurred  during  the 
past  year,  and  whooping  cough  appeared  in  every  part  of  the 
Division. 


SMALL  POX. 

The  two  cases  occurred  before  my  appointment,  but,  as  the 
patients  were  mine,  I maybe  permitted  to  state  that,  immediately 
upon  my  suspecting  the  presence  of  small  pox,  I telegraphed  to 
the  M.O.H.  to  come  and  verify  my  diagnosis.  The  patients,  a 
grocer  and  his  wife,  living  in  High  street,  Gorseinon,  were 
removed  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  Swansea  Fever  Hospital; 
the  bedding  was  at  the  same  time  conveyed  to  Swansea  for 
disinfection  ; the  house  and  shop  were  thoroughly  disinfected 
by  the  inspector  of  nuisances  ; and  the  disease  was  effectually 
stamped  out.  Most  of  the  inmates  of  adjacent  houses  were  re- 
vaccinated, and  all  unvaccinated  children  in  Gorseinon  were 
promptly  vaccinated.  It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state  that 
both  patients  had  been  vaccinated  in  infancy,  and  that  both  made 
excellent  recoveries.  Their  two  children,  one  a babe  at  the 
breast,  and  the  other  under  two  years  of  age,  had  both  been 
vaccinated  previous  to  this  outbreak,  and  both  escaped  the  small 
pox.  The  infection  was,  beyond  doubt,  imported  to  Gorseinon 
by  a visitor,  who  had  not  herself  been  affected,  but  who  had  been 
in  contact  with  a fatal  case  at  Aberavon. 

I have  pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  law  as  to  compulsory 
vaccination  of  infants  is  most  strictly  enforced  in  this  Division. 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 

Scarlet  fever  has  not  been  absent  from  the  Llandilo-Talybont 
Division  for  the  last  twenty  years,  but  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able 
to  state  that  only  79  cases  were  notified  in  1894,  as  compared 
with  130  in  1892  and  180  in  1893. 

There  are  many  reasons  to  account  for  the  prolonged  stay 
of  scarlet  fever  in  the  Llandilo-Talybont  Division. 

1.  The  contiguity  of  this  Division  to  such  a large  centre  of 
population  as  the  County  Borough  of  Swansea  and  the  con- 
siderable amount  of  intercourse  which  that  necessarily 
implies  at  the  weekly  market,  at  chapel,  at  school  and 
otherwise. 

2.  The  very  mild  character  of  most  of  the  cases,  many  cases 
having  been  quite  overlooked  by  the  patients’ relatives,  and 
only  discovered  to  have  been  scarlet  fever  when  a medical 
man  had  been  called  in,  perhaps  a month  afterwards,  to 
treat  sequelae  of  the  disease  or  subsequent  and  more 
severe  cases.  At  the  beginning  of  1894  I called  the 
attention  of  the  M.O.H.  to  a striking  example  of  this. 
I had  been  called  in  to  treat  a boy  suffering  from  general 
weakness,  and,  on  making  inquiries,  I found  that  8 
children  of  the  family  had  had  a scarlet  rash  and  sore 
throat  about  a month  before,  followed  by  peeling  of  the 
skin.  As  the  children  had  attended  school  right  through 
the  whole  attack  without  having  been  confined  to  the 
house  for  a single  day,  it  is  not  surprising  that  many  cases 
occurred  amongst  children  attending  the  same  school,  and 
it  is  hard  to  tell  to  what  distance  they  had  been  the  means 
of  spreading  infection.  I may  mention,  by  way  of  contrast 
to  the  mildness  of  the  scarlet  fever,  that  I had  attended 
those  same  eight  children  in  the  preceding  summer  for  a 
severe  attack  of  measles. 

3.  Imperfect  isolation.  The  average  workman’s  cottage 
in  this  district  contains  four  or  five  rooms,  and 
therefore  instead  of  there  being  the  lack  of  “proper 
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lodging  and  accommodation”  required  by  law  as  a 
condition  of  compulsory  removal  to  hospital,  there 
are  most  excellent  opportunities  for  thorough  isola- 
tion. The  parents,  however,  through  utter  ignorance 
of  the  value  of  isolation,  do  not,  as  a rule,  attempt  to 
carry  it  out  thoroughly,  the  consequence  being  that  seven 
or  eight  patients  have  often  been  found  in  one  house. 

4.  A firm  belief  exists  amongst  the  common  people  that 
most  children  are  destined  to  contract  scarlet  fever  sooner 
or  later,  and  that,  if  an  epidemic  of  mild  scarlet  fever 
occurs  in  the  neighbourhood,  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of 
the  parents  to  give  the  children  a chance  of  getting  it,  so 
that  they  may  acquire  immunity  before  an  epidemic  of 
malignant  scarlet  fever  visits  the  locality.  I have  known 
many  cases  where  parents  have  taken  their  children  to 
infected  houses  under  this  mistaken  sense  of  duty. 

5.  The  reckless  manner  in  which  relatives  and  friends  visit 
infected  houses.  In  this  fashion,  infection  was  conveyed 
from  a house  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Gorseinon  to  two 
farm-houses  three  miles  distant,  with  the  result  that  a 
fatal  case  occurred  in  each. 

6.  Wilful  exposure  of  children  in  the  peeling  stage  used  to 
be  a very  common  occurrence  in  this  district,  and  I fear 
it  is  by  no  means  rare  now.  I invariably  endeavour  to 
impress  upon  the  parents  of  infected  children  the  fact 
that  wilful  exposure  of  their  children  renders  them  liable 
to  heavy  penalties,  and  your  Council  has  very  wisely 
issued  handbills  setting  forth  the  provisions  of  the  law  on 
that  point. 

Parents  have  at  present  an  almost  invincible  repugnance  to 
the  idea  of  permitting  their  children  to  go  to  hospital,  but  they 
will,  no  doubt,  be  gradually  educated  up  to  an  intelligent 
appreciation  of  its  importance.  In  the  meantime,  both  the 
Inspector  and  myself  do  our  best  to  combat  the  spread  of  scarlet 
fever  by  sending  immediate  notice  of  a case  to  the  headmaster 
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of  the  school  or  schools  in  the  locality  ; by  providing  a quantity 
of  carbolic  oil  for  inunction  during  the  peeling  stage,  and  by 
disinfection  of  the  house  after  the  desquamation  has  ceased. 

The  only  epidemic  during  the  year  was  at  Pontardulais, 
where  32  cases  occurred,  and  Dr.  Griffiths’  report  will  deal  with 
the  causes  of  that  outbreak. 

During  the  last  seven  months  44  cases  were  notified, 
including  13  at  Pontardulais,  which  formed  the  close  of  the 
epidemic  in  that  village,  5 in  one  family  at  Park  Hill  terrace, 
Treboeth,  4 in  one  house  at  Cwmbach,  3 in  one  house  at 
Penyrheol,  Sketty,  2 each  in  two  houses  at  Grovesend  Row,  1 at 
Coalbrook,  6 distributed  between  five  houses  at  Gorseinon, 
6 distributed  amongst  six  houses  at  Waunarlwydd,  1 at  Cwm- 
bwrla,  and  1 at  Mile-end.  The  mortality  amongst  these  44  cases 
was  nil. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Two  cases  were  notified  in  1894,  as  compared  with  six  in 
the  preceding  year.  Both  cases  proved  fatal,  and  Dr.  Griffiths’s 
report  will  deal  with  them. 

MEMBRANOUS  CROUP. 

Only  one  case  was  notified  in  1894,  the  same  number  as 
in  1893. 

This  case  occurred  at  Llwynyreos,  Penllergaer,  and  the 
cold,  damp,  and  exposed  situation  of  the  house  and  its  filthy 
surroundings  were  precisely  such  as  would  tend  to  the  fostering 
and  fatality  of  membranous  croup.  No  other  case  of  mem- 
branous croup  or  diphtheria  in  that  locality  had  been  notified 
for  almost  four  years,  and  I failed  to  trace  the  source  of  infection. 
The  family,  in  which  this  case  occurred,  kept  two  cows  and  sold 
milk  from  door  to  door  in  Gorseinon.  As  the  only  representative  of 
a dairy  was  a small  pantry  opening  off  the  kitchen,  I arranged  with 
them  that  the  cows  should  be  transferred  to  the  care  of  a 
neighbouring  milk  vendor,  and  not  brought  near  Llwynyreos  for 
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a certain  period  At  the  end  of  nine  days  from  the 
death  of  the  patient,  as  no  case  of  membranous  croup 
or  diphtheria  had  occurred  amongst  the  families  supplied 
with  the  milk,  and  no  fresh  cases  had  appeared  in  Llwynyreos,  I 
allowed  the  owners  to  resume  possession  of  their  cows.  The 
cows  themselves,  I ought  to  state,  were  free  from  disease.  Dis- 
infection of  the  premises,  &c.,  was  duly  carried  out  by  the 
Inspector. 


ENTERIC  OR  TYPHOID  FEVER. 

During  Dr.  Griffiths’  tenure  of  office  three  cases  occurred 
in  Gorseinon,  three  in  Gors  Cockett,  one  in  St.  Peter’s  Road, 
Cockett,  and  one  in  Farmer’s  Field}  Pontardulais,  the  two  last 
proving  fatal  (vide  Dr.  Griffiths’  report). 

During  the  last  seven  months,  six  cases  were  notified,  one 
near  Old  Babell,  Cwmbwrla,  one  in  St.  Peter’s  Road,  Cockett, 
two  in  a house  near  Brickyard  Road,  Gendros,  one  in  Incline 
Road,  Waunarlwydd,  and  one  at  Penybank,  Penvilia. 

The  origin  of  the  first  two  cases  could  not  be  traced.  The 
houses  were  clean  and  well  kept,  though  destitute  of  drains,  like 
most  houses  in  the  district,  and  the  sources  of  milk  and  water 
supply  for  the  families  were  free  from  all  chances  of  contamina- 
tion. But  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  occupations  of 
those  patients— the  one  being  a haulier  and  the  other  a railway 
servant— might  probably  necessitate  their  occasionally  using 
water,  milk,  or  other  food  from  other  sources  than  the  ordinary 
ones. 

The  third  case  was  notified  from  Gendros,  but  the  disease 
had  been  contracted  elsewhere,  as  the  patient  had  come  from 
Pontardulais  in  the  early  stage  of  the  fever  to  be  nursed  by  his 
relatives.  The  infection  in  this  case  was  probably  due  to  the 
washing  of  dishes  with  water  from  a private  pump  which  had 
been  contaminated  by  sewage  from  a very  imperfect  drain.  The 
Pontardulais  house  was  a place  of  public  resort,  not  a private 
dwelling  house,  and  the  presumption  is  that  a typhoid  patient 
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had  visited  the  house  and  used  one  of  the  w.c.’s  (of  which  there 
are  five  in  the  house).  The  sewage  from  the  drains  simply 
emptied  on  the  surface  of  the  ground  near  the  private  pump, 
and  had  abundant  opportunities  of  undergoing  a process  of 
fermentation  before  finding  its  way  into  a little  brook.  It  is 
satisfactory  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  owners  of  the  house 
remedied  the  defects  of  the  drain  as  soon  as  they  were  pointed 
out. 


The  fourth  patient  was  an  uncle  of  the  third  one,  and  had 
nursed  him  through  his  illness.  The  infection  was  doubtless 
contracted  from  No.  3 by  accidental  contamination  of  food. 

The  fifth  patient  had  come  from  Swansea  to  Waunarlwydd  on 
a visit  about  three  weeks  before  she  sickened.  The  sources  of 
milk  and  water  supply  in  Waunarlwydd  were  free  from  all 
chances  of  contamination,  and  the  infection  was  probably 
contracted  in  Swansea,  as  in  the  house  from  which  the  patient 
came  there  had  been  two  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  one  of  them 
ending  fatally. 

The  sixth  case  was  most  probably  due  to  the  use  of 
contaminated  water  for  domestic  purposes.  The  source  of 
water  for  drinking  purposes  was  water  conveyed  in  pipes  from 
the  Penvilia  spring,  but  the  water  used  for  washing  dishes  was 
the  overflow  of  the  same  spring  contaminated  by  organic  matter 
derived  from  the  fields,  through  which  it  runs.  This  overflow 
water  was  formerly  used  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  locality  for 
drinking  purposes,  but  the  Swansea  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  in 
February,  1893,  Axed  up  a notice  board,  warning  people  against 
drinking  it.  It  is  quite  possible  that  the  lad,  a boy  of  12,  may 
have  drunk  some  of  this  contaminated  water  by  mistake,  but 
the  careless  rinsing  of  dishes  without  having  previously  boiled 
the  water  is  probably  sufficient  to  account  for  the  fever.  The 
house  was  a one-story  thatched  house  and  very  seriously  over- 
crowded. The  inmates  numbered  seven,  only  one  of  whom 
was  under  the  age  of  ten,  and  the  sleeping  accommodation 
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consisted  only  of  a small  bedroom  containing  81 1 cubic  feet  and 
one  bed,  and  a loft  containing  508  cubic  feet  and  two  beds. 
The  house  possessed  only  one  door  and  no  windows,  except  in 
the  front,  so  that  there  was  no  possibility  of  any  through 
ventilation.  The  loft  was  destitute  ot  a window  and  had  no 
means  whatever  of  ventilation.  The  reason  why  the  patient 
was  not  removed  to  hospital  from  such  a small  and  over- 
crowded dwelling  was  that  the  house  was  situated  close  to  the 
boundaries  of  three  sanitary  districts,  and  the  notification  was 
forwarded  in  error  to  the  other  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  so 
that  by  the  time  I received  it,  the  patient  was  almost  con- 
valescent. After  the  recovery  of  the  patient  was  complete, 
notice  was  duly  served  and  the  family  removed  to  a larger  house. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state  that  all  six  patients 
recovered. 

During  the  last  four  years,  the  number  of  enteric  fever  cases 
notified  annually  has  remained  nearly  the  same.  17  cases  were 
notified  in  1891,  17  in  1892,  15  in  1893,  and  14  in  1894,  and  the 
distribution  of  those  63  cases  is  very  suggestive.  The  Gorseinon 
area  with  a population  of  less  than  2,000,  furnished  28  cases, 
while  the  remaining  portion  of  Llandilo-Talybont  Division  with 
a population  of  over  12,000  furnished  only  35.  The  evil 
pre-eminence  thus  earned  by  Gorseinon  is,  beyond  doubt,  due 
mainly  to  its  lack  of  pure  water  and  good  drainage.  The  water, 
as  will  be  mentioned  in  another  part  of  this  report,  is  of  a very 
questionable  character,  and  drainage  is  absolutely  unknown, 
except  in  the  case  of  a very  few  houses.  Dr.  Griffiths,  in  his 
Annual  Report  for  1893,  stated  that  “Gorseinon  is  thus  branded 
as  the  worst  locality  in  the  District  in  a sanitary  sense,’’  and  I 
regret  to  say  that  that  statement  is  equally  applicable  at  the 
present  day. 


PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

Two  cases  occured  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  one  in 
Forest  Fach,  and  the  other  in  Pontardulais,  the  latter  proving 
fatal.  Dr.  Griffiths’  report  will  deal  with  both  cases. 
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ERYSIPELAS. 

The  three  cases  notified  were  widely  separated  from  each 
other  as  regards  time  and  place.  In  no  case  was  there  any 
evidence  of  extension  of  the  disease  from  the  sick  to  the  healthy. 

MEASLES. 

A few  cases  occurred  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  there 
was  one  fatal  case  in  the  village  of  Llangyfelach.  As  this  disease 
is  not  notifiable,  no  estimate  can  be  made  as  to  the  total  number 
attacked,  but  the  number  was  certainly  small. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

This  disease  prevailed  during  the  whole  year,  and  ten  deaths 
occurred,  distributed  over  Waunarlwydd,  Cockett,  Sketty,  Forest 
Fach,  Pontardulais  and  Gorseinon.  As  this  is  not  a notifiable 
disease,  no  reliable  estimate  can  be  made  as  to  the  total  number 
of  children  affected,  but  the  cases  were  very  numerous  indeed. 

PHTHISIS. 

As  the  only  record  of  phthisis  we  possess  is  that 
afforded  by  the  Registrar’s  returns  of  deaths,  the  prevalence  of 
phthisis  is  considered  under  the  heading  of  Deaths,  and  the 
statistics  are  given  in  Table  VII. 

BRONCHITIS,  PNEUMONIA  & PLEURISY. 

These  were  very  prevalent  at  the  beginning  of  1894  on 
account  of  extreme  cold,  and  proved  so  fatal,  that  the  death  rate 
from  those  three  diseases  per  1000  of  population  was  12-4  in 
January  and  8-6  in  February.  The  rate  for  the  whole  year  was 
3*8  per  1000. 

DIARRHOEA. 

This  disease  was  not  nearly  so  prevalent  as  in  the  preceding 
year,  and  the  death  rate  was  exceptionally  low,  being  only  cro6 
per  1000  in  1 894. 

INFLUENZA. 

A few  scattered  cases  occurred  in  this  Division  in  the  first 
and  third  quarters  of  the  year,  and  were  as  a rule  of  a very  mild 
type.  Two  deaths,  however,  were  ascribed  to  this  disease,  one 
case  ending  in  pneumonia  and  the  other  in  phthisis. 
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TABLE  X.— RAINFALL  IN  1894, 
At  Penllergaer,  in  the  Parish  of  Penderry. 


R ) Diameter  of  Funnel  5 inches. 

r Mirv  [ Hei&ht  ) above  ground  3 feet. 

J ) of  top.  ) above  sea  level  240  feet. 


Month. 
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Number  of  days 
on  which  o-oi 

Depth. 

24  Jti 
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or  more  fell. 
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24 
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I St 
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r51 

S 

a 

0 

1 6 

November 

7'3& 

1 *72 

I3th 

21 

December 

4*68 

*54 

23rd 

24 

Total 

56-62 

217 

Average  annual  rainfall  at  Penllergaer  1884-93,  45*25  inches. 
Greatest  „ ,,  ,,  „ 61*61  in.  in  1891. 

Average  „ ,,  in  England  and  Wales,  1884-93  {vide 

Symons’s  “ British  Rainfall”)  31*23  inches. 

The  above  table  has  been  supplied  through  the  kindness  of 
Sir  John  T.  D.  Llewelyn,  Bart.,  of  Penllergaer. 


TABLE  XI.  Meteorological  Observations  at  Sketty,  in  the  Parish  of  Cockett,  for  the  year  ending 

31st  December,  1894. 
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Totals 

Mean  Height  of  Station  above  Sea  Level  281  feet. 

For  the  abovecable  I am  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  T.  Travers  Wood,  Esq.,  Dysgwylfa,  Sketty. 
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TABLE  XII. — Statement  furnished  by  Mr.  John  Thomas, 
A.M.I.C.E.,  Mem.  San.  Inst.,  Surveyor  to  the  Llangyfelach 
Rural  District  Council,  as  to  New  Structural  Work  carried 
out  during  1894,  in  the  Llandilo-Talybont  Division. 

1.  Works  of  water  supply  provided  for  Penyrheol,  Dunvant, 
Killay,  Garnlas,  Tycoch,  Brynnewydd,  Mynydd-Bach- 
y-Glo,  Ystrad  Road,  Pont  Lliwytha,  Fforest  Fach,  and 
St.  Peter’s  Road,  Cockett. 

2.  Extension  of  3 inch  water  mains  at  Heolfelin,  Waun- 
arlwydd,  and  provision  of  two  public  fountains. 

3.  One  additional  public  fountain  erected  at  Caebadell, 
Cwmbwrla. 

4.  Laying  of  service  pipe  from  4 inch  water  main  to 
Cwmdu  Foundry. 

5.  Providing  new  public  well  at  Waungron,  Llandilo- 
Talybont. 

6.  Works  of  drainage  for  Bryn  Terrace  and  portion  of  Lime 
Street,  Gorseinon. 

Plans  and  estimates  have  been  prepared  for  a.  Water  supply 
for  Gorseinon  District,  b.  Drainage  of  Gorseinon.  c.  Drainage 
of  Pontardulais. 

Eighty  dwelling-houses,  3 chapels,  and  1 school-room,  were 
erected  during  the  year,  and  3 new  streets  were  formed. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

A glance  at  Table  XII  will  show  that  great  progress  was 
made  during  the  past  year  in  the  matter  of  water  supply. 

Previous  to  1894,  the  only  populous  centres  with  a satisfac- 
tory water  supply  were  Waunarlwydd,  Sketty  and  Treboeth. 

Waunarlwydd  has  long  enjoyed  a plentiful  gravitation  supply 
of  excellent  water  from  Cwmllwyd  Reservoir,  and  in  1894  that 
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supply  was  extended  to  Heolfelin,  Mynydd-Bach-y-Glo,  Ystrad 
Road,  Pont  Lliwytha,  Forest  Fach  and  St.  Peter’s  Road  (Cockett). 
Pipes  have  been  laid  during  the  past  year  through  the  long 
straggling  village  extending  from  Ravenhill  to  Traveller’s  Well, 
and  it  is  intended  to  bring  the  water  from  Cwmllwyd  in  this  case 
also,  but,  owing  to  the  lofty  situation  of  the  village,  a steam 
pump  will  have  to  be  employed,  and  I believe  arrangements  have 
nearly  been  concluded  with  the  owner  of  a neighbouring 
colliery  as  to  terms  for  pumping.  When  those  details  are  finally 
arranged  the  claims  of  houses  situated  in  Middle  Road,  Gendros, 
to  have  a convenient  water  supply  provided,  ought  to  receive 
your  favourable  consideration. 

Two  years  ago  Sketty  was  supplied  with  excellent  water  from 
Pistyll  Gwyn  Spring,  the  water  being  pumped  along  the  mains 
by  a small  gas  engine,  and  in  1894  the  pipes  were  extended  to 
Penyrheol,  Dunvant,  Killay,  Garnlas,  Tycoch  and  Brynnewydd. 

The  present  sources  of  water  supply  in  Treboeth  are  1st. 
Bryngelly  tank,  fed  from  the  Penlan  springs,  2nd.  Treboeth  tank 
fed  from  Ffynon-y-Waun,  :rd,  Double  House  Pistyll  fed  from 
Ffynon  Cae-Parc-Bach,  4th,  Penvilia  Pistyll  supplied  from 
Penvilia  springs. 

But  there  is  no  water  supply  in  the  Caersalem  portion  of 
Penderry,  extending  from  Bryngelly  to  Mynyddbach,  and  this 
defect  ought  to  be  remedied  at  an  early  date. 

A better  supply  of  water  as  regards  quantity  and  quality  is 
required  for  Pontardulais — this  important  centre  depending  on  a 
series  of  isolated  wells,  which  are  certainly  not  free  from  grave 
suspicions  of  contamination. 

But  the  locality  in  most  urgent  need  of  a good  water  supply 
is  certainly  Gorseinon.  This  village  is  dependent  for  its  supply 
on  a series  of  four  pumps  piovided  by  the  Swansea  Rural 
Sanitary  Authority.  Of  these,  two  are  peculiarly  liable  to 
pollution  on  account  of  their  dirty  surroundings  ; the  third 
furnishes  most  unpalatable  water  of  a reddish-brow  n colour;  and 
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the  fourth,  which  alone  is  really  fit  for  use,  is  nearly  half  a mile 
away  from  most  of  the  houses.  The  natural  consequence  is 
that  the  people  resort  to  the  pumps  which  are  liable  to  pollution. 
A scheme  has  been  prepared  by  your  Surveyor  for  the  supply  of 
water  from  the  Cwmllwyd  Reservoir  already  mentioned,  and  it 
appears  to  be  the  best  plan  that  can  be  suggested  provided 
the  quantity  is  sufficient.  During  the  last  five  years 
numerous  deputations  from  the  village  waited  on  the  Rural 
Sanitary  Authority,  but  without  any  tangible  result,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  your  Council  will  signalise  your 
accession  to  office  by  providing  an  abundant  supply  of  pure 
water  for  this  rapidly  growing  centre. 

Several  wells  liable  to  pollution  were  reported  on  during  the 
past  year,  and  the  proper  steps  taken  to  guard  against  danger. 

Several  clusters  of  houses,  e.g.,  Pont  Lliw,  Penyrheol 
(Llandilo-Talybont),  Pencaecrwn  and  Grovesend  Row  are  not 
provided  with  a convenient  supply  of  pure  water. 

DRAINAGE. 

No  main  sewers  have  been  provided  in  the  Llandilo- 
Talybont  Division.  A system  of  sewerage  for  the  disposal  of 
slop  and  surface  water  is  essential  to  the  health  of  the  various 
villages  in  this  Division,  but  the  need  of  it  is  decidedly  most 
urgent  in  the  case  of  Gorseinon  and  Pontardulais. 

At  Pontardulais  the  gardens  are,  as  a rule,  in  a very 
offensive  state,  owing  to  the  slop  water  being  thrown  there,  but, 
as  plans  for  the  drainage  of  the  village  have  been  prepared,  no 
doubt  we  shall  soon  see  all  the  slop  and  surface  water  conducted 
along  properly  constructed  sewers  into  the  tidal  portion  of  the 
River  Loughor. 

In  the  case  of  Gorseinon,  however,  the  prospect  of  obtain- 
ing sewers  is  apparently  as  remote  as  ever.  Plans  have  been 
prepared  and  thoroughly  discussed,  but  the  drainage  is  still 
unprovided.  This  is  due  not  to  any  engineering  difficulties,  but 
solely  to  the  consideration  of  cost.  The  urgency  of  the  case  is 
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shown  by  the  large  number  of  enteric  fever  cases  occurring  in 
Gorseinon,  and  by  the  fact  that,  though  the  Gorseinon  death 
rate  from  all  causes  is  low,  as  befits  a new  and  rapidly  growing 
industrial  centre,  whose  population  is  more  favourably  circum- 
stanced as  regards  age  distribution  than  that  of  an  older 
community,  yet  the  mean  death  rate  from  enteric  fever  during 
the  last  four  years  is  three  times  as  great  in  the  village  of 
Gorseinon  as  in  the  country  at  large.  Diphtheria,  also,  has 
frequently  made  its  appearance  in  Gorseinon  in  a very  fatal 
form  during  the  last  four  years. 

The  plan  proposed  in  1893  by  the  now  defunct  Swansea 
Rural  Sanitary  Authority  was  that  of  draining  all  slop  and 
surface  water  into  the  River  Lliw  at  certain  points  within  a few 
hundred  yards  of  Gorseinon.  Thomas  Codrington,  Esq.,  C.E., 
who  was  deputed  by  the  Local  Government  Board  to  hold  an 
inquiry,  stated  that  that  Board  would  not  be  prepared  to  grant  a 
loan  for  any  system  of  sewerage  that  did  not  empty  into  the 
tidal  portion  of  the  river,  as  the  County  Council  might  at  any 
time  exercise  its  power  of  preventing  the  discharge  of  sewage 
into  the  non-tidal  portion  of  the  river.  As  the  tidal  portion  of 
the  Lliw  River  is  a considerable  distance  from  Gorseinon,  the 
cost  of  conveying  the  sewage  of  a small  village  like  Gorseinon 
was  considered  too  great  to  permit  of  its  execution  by  the  late 
Sanitary  Authority.  But  now  that  the  Parish  of  the  Borough  of 
Loughor  forms  a portion  of  the  Rural  District  of  Llangyfelach, 
some  joint  scheme  for  the  drainage  of  Gorseinon  and  the 
eastern  portion  of  Loughor  Borough  could  easily  be  arranged 
and  carried  out. 

During  1894,  Bryn  Terrace  and  a portion  of  Lime  Street, 
Gorseinon,  were  drained,  but  these  are  very  small  items,  and 
mere  temporary  expedients. 

The  drainage  of  Sketty  at  present  consists  mostly  of  isolated 
drains  ending  in  cesspools,  or  on  the  surface  of  fields,  or  even  in 
small  streams,  and  my  predecessor,  Dr.  Griffiths,  has  frequently 
suggested  that  some  arrangements  should  be  made  with  the 
Swansea  County  Council,  by  which,  if  the  main  sewers  were 
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provided  by  the  Rural  Authority,  the  former  should  permit  the 
connection  of  the  Sketty  sewers  with  those  of  the  Borough. 

DISPOSAL  OF  REFUSE. 

With  regard  to  the  removal  of  human  excrement,  the  “ Pail 
System”  has  been  in  vogue  for  many  years,  and  the  more 
populous  centres  are  attended  to  by  scavenging  contractors 
provided  with  scavenging  drums.  All  the  contractors,  save  one, 
performed  their  duties  better  during  1894  than  in  any  previous 
year.  Unfortunately  I had,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  to  direct 
the  attention  of  the  late  Sanitary  Authority  to  grave  irregularities 
on  the  part  of  the  Pontardulais  contractor,  and  it  may  be 
remembered  that  the  neglected  work  had  to  be  executed  by 
special  contractors.  The  wisdom  of  the  policy  hitherto  pursued 
of  accepting  the  lowest  tender  simply  because  it  is  the  lowest 
tender,  is  open  to  very  serious  question. 


TABLE  XIII.— REMOVAL  OF  REFUSE. 
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The  following  table,  furnished  by  Mr.  D.  R.  Thomas, 
Inspector  of  Nuisances,  shows' the  work  performed  by  the 
scavenging  contractors  during  1894:  — 
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SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

With  the  exception  of  the  one  recently  completed  in 
Pontardulais,  there  is  no  satisfactory  slaughter-house  in  the 
Llandilo-Talybont  Division.  With  the  one  exception  already 
mentioned,  they  are  situated  in  too  close  proximity  to  dwelling- 
houses,  and  are  destitute  of  a proper  water  supply  and  of  satis- 
factory drainage,  and  their  surroundings  are  usually  filthy.  Two 
butchers  were  proceeded  against  in  a court  of  law  during  my 
tenure  of  office,  the  specific  grounds  of  complaint  being  that 
they  created  a nuisance  by  allowing  their  cesspools  to  become 
full  and  filthy,  and  that  they  allowed  their  offensive  cesspools  to 
communicate  with  the  interior  of  the  slaughter-houses  by 
ur trapped  gullies.  The  cases  were  adjourned  for  a fortnight  to 
permit  of  the  necessary  structural  alterations  being  made,  and 
were  then  withdrawn  on  payment  of  costs  by  the  butchers,  who 
had  in  the  interval  abated  the  nuisance.  But  no  permanent  and 
satisfactory  improvement  can  possibly  be  achieved  so  long  as 
there  are  no  bye-laws  for  the  regulation  of  slaughter-houses  in 
this  district.  Urban  powers  should  be  at  once  applied  for,  and 
bye-laws  framed. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  state  that  one  of  the  Gorseinon 
butchers  is  at  present  preparing  plans  for  the  erection  of  a 
slaughter-house  which  is  intended  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  Local  Government  Board’s  Model  Bye-Laws. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (Prevention)  ACT,  1890. 

This  Act  was  adopted  last  October,  and  will  shortly  come 
into  operation.  The  entire  Act  has  been  adopted,  and  will 
greatly  assist  your  officers  in  their  efforts  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  infectious  disease. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  & MILKSHOPS. 

Regulations  under  the  Order  of  1885  were  framed  by  the 
Authority  in  1894,  but  some  delay  occurred  through  the  cubic 
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capacity  not  being  considered  satisfactory  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  and  they  have  not  been  finally  adopted. 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  when  it 
comes  into  force,  will  greatly  extend  the  power  of  your  officials 
with  regard  to  the  regulation  of  those  places. 

Particulars  of  my  action  with  regard  to  one  place  will  be 
found  in  the  section  dealing  with  membranous  croup. 

PIGSTYES. 

Filthy  piggeries  have  given  the  inspectors  and  myself  con- 
siderable trouble,  and  fhe  details  are  set  forth  in  the  inspectors’ 
reports. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

One  case  of  bone-boiling  was  brought  under  your  notice  in 
one  of  my  monthly  reports,  but  the  nuisance  was  abated  without 
the  necessity  for  taking  legal  proceedings.  Several  butchers, 
who  were  in  the  habit  of  boiling  large  quantities  of  tripe  in  close 
proximity  to  dwelling  houses,  were  cautioned  and  the  nuisance 
abated. 


FACTORY  & WORKSHOPS  AOTS. 

I have  furnished  Augustus  Lewis,  Esq,  H.M.  Inspector  of 
Factories  for  the  district,  with  a list  of  all  workshops  in  the 
Llandilo-Talybont  Division  in  which  a woman,  a child,  or  a 
young  person  is  employed.  Last  September  I received  from 
Mr.  Lewis  a complaint  that  overcrowding  existed  in  a dress- 
making establishment  at  Pontardulais,  ten  women  and  young 
persons  being  employed  in  a very  small  room.  I measured  the 
room  and  found  it  only  large  enough  for  three  workers.  I duly 
reported  the  case  to  the  Sanitary  Authority,  and  the  dressmaker 
has  since  erected  a workroom  of  suitable  dimensions. 

Other  proceedings  under  the  above  Acts  are  shown  in  the 
Inspector’s  reports. 
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OVERCROWDING  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES. 

I reported  to  you  three  cases.  One  occurred  at  Roseland 
Terrace,  Sketty,  and  was  due  to  the  tenant  of  the  house  admitting 
a large  family  as  lodgers.  The  second  occurred  at  Penvilia,  and 
is  referred  to  in  the  section  dealing  with  enteric  fever,  and  the 
third  occurred  in  a house  adjoining  the  second.  In  all  three 

cases  the  nuisance  was  abated  without  calling  in  the  aid  of  the 
law. 


HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES. 

The  dwellings  of  the  working  classes  are  as  a rule  in  a very 
good  state  of  repair,  and  generally  of  recent  construction.  They 
are  usually  well  ventilated,  and  cases  of  overcrowding  are  very 
rare,  and  promptly  dealt  with  when  discovered.  There  is  no 
crowding  of  houses  upon  space,  and  there  are  no  back  to  back 
houses.  The  closet  accommodation  is  usually  satisfactory.  The 
question  of  drainage  is  discussed  in  an  earlier  part  of  this 
report.  Two  unsatisfactory  features  are  the  dampness  of  walls 
and  the  absence  of  paving  in  most  yards.  It  is  important  in 
every  part  of  the  country  that  yards  should  be  pitched  or  paved, 
but  it  is  specially  important  in  this  district,  as  it  is  the  custom 
for  the  working  classes  here  to  do  most  of  the  washing  of  dishes 
and  clothes  in  the  open  air  at  the  backs  of  the  houses  except  in 
very  severe  weather. 

In  my  monthly  reports  I directed  attention  to  two  houses 
which  were  unfit  for  habitation,  In  one  of  these  cases,  through 
the  house  being  built  below  the  level  of  the  garden  and  destitute 
of  drains,  the  floor  was  always  flooded  after  a shower  of  rain. 
In  the  second  case,  the  ground  was  similarly  undrained,  and  the 
house  was  on  a lower  level  than  the  garden,  and  in  wet  weather 
a stream  of  water  burst  up  through  the  floor  of  the  front  living 
room;  the  walls  of  the  bedrooms  were  damp.  In  both  cases 
notices  were  served  upon  the  owners,  and  the  houses  were  made 
habitable. 

Some  of  the  old  and  picturesque  but  not  too  sanitary 
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thatched  houses  have  been  allowed  by  their  owners  to  fall  into 
disuse  during  the  past  year. 

RIVER  POLLUTION. 

All  t.he  streams  in  this  Division  are  more  or  less  polluted 
by  sewage,  by  manufacturing  effluents,  or  by  inky-black  water 
from  collieries,  but  as  long  as  this  Division  is  destitute  of  any 
system  of  sewerage,  it  is  manifestly  impossible  to  do  anything 
to  check  the  pollution. 

BURIAL  GROUNDS. 

All  the  Burial  Grounds  in  this  Division  are  connected  with 
Churches  or  Chapels,  and  many  of  them  are  situated  in 
unpleasantly  close  proximity  to  sources  of  water  supply,  but 
there  is  no  conclusive  evidence  to  show  that  any  injury  to 
health  has  actually  been  caused  by  them. 

PREVENTION  OF  NUISANCES. 

Bye-Laws  with  regard  to  the  Prevention  of  Nuisances  ought 
to  be  framed  at  an  early  date. 

ROADS  AND  STREETS. 

* 

The  main  County  Roads  are  kept  in  vory  good  condition. 
The  other  roads  under  the  control  of  the  Swansea  Highway 
Board  are  very  unequal  in  character,  most  of  them  being 
excellent,  but  many  indifferent,  and  some  very  bad  indeed. 
When  the  District  Council  takes  over  the  charge  of  the  District 
and  Parish  Roads  from  the  Highway  Board,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  more  thorough  supervision  will  be  exercised  over  them. 

In  regard  to  the  state  of  most  private  roads  and  streets,  I 
can  only  reiterate  the  oft-repeated  statements  of  Dr.  Griffiths. 
In  Pontardulais  and  Gorseinon,  the  tenants  of  many  houses 
cannot  enter  or  leave  their  dwellings  without  wading  through 
pools  of  water  and  trudging  ankle-deep  through  mud — a state 
of  things  most  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  community.  It 
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is  very  injurious  to  the  health  of  children  of  tender  years  to 
compel  them  to  sit  for  hours  in  school  with  damp  feet,  through 
their  being  unable  to  get  thither  dry. 

I beg  to  suggest  that  the  erection  of  dwelling-houses  should 
not  be  permitted,  unless  a satisfactory  road  to  them  is  provided  ; 
and  in  the  case  of  new  streets  in  populous  villages  some 
provision  ought  usually  to  be  made,  by  which  the  owner  would 
be  compelled  to  construct  the  road  properly  in  the  beginning, 
maintain  it  in  good  condition  for  the  specified  period  of  twelve 
months  required  by  the  Bye-Laws  of  the  Highway  Board,  and 
then  transfer  it  to  the  care  of  the  District  Council,  acting  as  the 
Highway  Board. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

During  the  past  year  arrangements  have  been  satisfactorily 
concluded  by  which  five  beds  in  the  Swansea  Fever  Hospital 
have  been  placed  at  the  service  of  your  Council  for  reception  of 
patients  from  the  Llandilo-Talybont  Division  on  condition  of 
repayment  by  your  Council  of  the  cost  of  maintenance.  No 
disinfecting  apparatus  has  been  provided  for  the  Llangyfelaeh 
District. 

During  the  past  seven  months  I have  made  inspection  from 
time  to  time  of  every  portion  of  the  Division,  in  addition  to 
those  visits  which  the  investigation  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease  required.  The  two  inspectors  of  nuisances  have 
performed  their  arduous  duties  to  my  perfect  satisfaction,  and 
their  reports  show  that  they  have  done  much  excellent  sanitary 
work. 

From  the  foregoing  report,  it  will  be  seen  that  much  good 
work  has  been  done  during  the  past  year,  but  that  much  remains 
still  to  be  accomplished.  It  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  your 
Council  are  fully  alive  to  the  dangers  menacing  the  public 
health  from  the  defective  drainage  of  the  whole  of  the  Llandilo- 
Talybont  Division  and  the  defective  water  supply  of  large 
portions  of  it,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  long  and  anxious 
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consideration  given  to  those  two  very  important  matters  may 
result  ere  long  in  the  carrying  out  of  long  contemplated 
improvements. 

Appended  to  this  report  are  Tables  A and  B required  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  and  Table  C required  by  the  Sanitary 
Committee  of  the  Glamorgan  County  Council. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

TRAFFORD  MITCHELL. 

Gorseinon,  February,  1895. 
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TABLE  A -TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  year  ,8,4.  in  the  Llandilo-Talybont  Division  of  the  Llangyfelach  Rural  Sanitary  District;  clashed  according 
iAi)LL  to  Diseases,  Ages  and  Localities. 
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Area  of  the  Division,  17,146  Acres  Population  (1891)  13,449-  General  Death  Rate 
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t\ble  b -table  of  population,  births. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  1894,  in 
Diseases,  Ages  and  Localities. 
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The  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act  was  adopted  in  1889.  The 


Isolation  Hospital  is  the  Swansea  Fever  Hospital  situated  in  the  Borough. 


Aged 
Under  5 
or 
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Under  5 
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TABLE  C.  1894 


Llandilo  Talybont  Division  of  the  Eural  Sanitary 
District  of  Llangyfelach. 

• Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Trafford  Mitchell,  M.D 
Date  of  First  Appointment , SSth  May,  1894- 
Date  of  Last  Appointment,  28th  May,  189 4, 
Present  Salary,  £60.  Term  of  Appointment,  Annual- 
Rateable  Value  of  District  for  General  District 
Rate,  £54,248- 

Special  Reports  presented  during  1894-  None. 

Water  Supply— 

Any  extension  or  change  1894  ? Yes  ; see  Table  XII . 

Portions  of  District  inadequately  supplied?  Gorseinon,  Ponlar- 
dulais,  &c. 

Cases  of  Lead  Poisoning  in  1894  ? None. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal- 

Extensions  or  Improvements  during  1894  ? There  is  no  system  of 
Sewerage  in  this  Division. 


Excrement  Disposal- 

Are  the  Privy  Middens,  &c.,  cleansed  by  Sanitary  Staff,  by 
Contractors,  or  by  Tenants  ? In  populous  Centres  by 
Contractors,  elsewhere  by  Tenants. 

Is  the  present  arrangement  satisfactory  ? Yes. 

Bye-laws  and  Regulations— 

Any  change  as  to  Bye-laws,  or  as  to  Regulations  under  Dairies, 
Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order  ? [If  so  please  forward  a Copy.] 
Regulations  under  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order  were 
framed,  but  not  finally  adopted. 

Regulated  Buildings,  Trades,  &c  — 


Diiteict  ..  No.  1.  The  Parishes  of  Llandilo- 
Talybont  and  Cockett,  and  portion 
of  Penderry. 


Population  13920. 
Inspector 


David  R.  Thomas, 

Ff orest  Fach,  near  Swansea 


Inspections  made 
Informal  Notices  served  by  Inspector 
Legal  Notices  served  by  Authority  . . 
Nuisances  abated  .. 


Dwelling  Houses 
Schools. 
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342 

By  Inspector 
of  Nuisances. 

No  Bye-laws 

— 

Canal  Boats  
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defective  premises. 
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do. 
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Offensive  Trades  ...j 
(Please specify  nature)! 

Bone  & Tripe 
Boiling 

do. 

do. 

— 

REPORTS 
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THE  INSP 

Meteorological  Observations  taken  in  District- 

See  Tables  X and  XI 

Death  Returns— 

What  correction  (if  any)  is  made  for  non-residants  dying  within  the 
District  ? Shewn  in  Tables  A,  III.  and  VII. 

Are  any  Returns  obtained  of  deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public 
Institutions  (Workhouses,  Hospitals,  &c.)  outside  the  District? 
Yes. 


Deaths— 


(a)  Number  of  each  sex  ? Males,  128;  Females, 124;  Total, 252. 
(5)  Number  uncertified  ? 4. 


Births- 


(a)  Number  of  each  eex  P Males,  247;  Females,  258  ; Total,  605. 
(i)  Number  Illegitimate  P Males,  6 ; Females,  8;  Total,  14. 

Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases— 

Swansea  Fever  Hospital. 

Number  of  Beds ? 5.  Charges  to  Patients?  None. 
Construction— Brick,  Stone,  Wood,  Iron,  &c  , &.,— Wood. 


Adoptive  Acts— 

(1)  Notification  Act.  Adopted  when  P 1889.  Diseases  added  ? 
None. 

(2)  Prevention  Act.  Adopted  when  ? 1894. 

(3)  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act.  Not  adopted. 

House  Drainage- 

Closets.  Approximate  number  of  each  kind  in  the  Diatrict- 
W.C.,  126.  Trough  C.,  None.  Slop  C (Waste  Water  C.),  None. 
Pail,  Pan,  or  Tub  C.,  2,940.  Privy  Middens,  covered,  160; 
uncovered,  None. 

Number  of  each  of  the  above  constructed  during  year  1894  ? 89  Pail 
Closets  and  5 Dry  Ash  Privies. 

Loans  (if  any)  sanctioned  by  L.G.  Board  during  yearp  None. 

State  what  action  has  been  taken  with  regard  to  the  following 
matters  :— 

(1)  Closure  of  Housea  unfit  for  habitation?  See  Report,  page  41 

(2)  Seizure  of  Unsound  Food.  Prosecutions  P NoDe. 

(3)  River  Pollution  ? None. 
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District  ...  A small  portion  of  Penden-y  Parish 
included  in  No.  2 District. 
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Precautions  against  Infectious  Diseasb. 
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